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Advancing ECCE Through incentives & tax relief
Enhancing corporate participation in the workplace is among the various tasks
mandated to the ECCE Council as Champion of EPP1: Ramping Up Early
Childhood Care and Education. The CRE_ECCE Committee under the ECCE
Council organized a roundtable discussion in 2012 to discuss issues, identify
roadblocks to the setting up of a child care in the workplace and to propose
solutions with players in the corporate sector. Among the numerous suggestions
were the need for incentives and tax exemptions/relief. The government in
response, provided several incentives and tax exemptions in the 2013 budget.
These include double tax relief to employers who provide child care for their
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staff, tax relief for industrial building and relief for capital gains.
The Council conducted 5 talks on tax incentives and subsidies for TASKA and TADIKA
with the cooperation of PEMANDU. The talks were held in the ECCE Council office, DIKA
" The ECCE
Council has achieved
much in 2012, but we
need to achieve
more"

College, Kuala Terengganu, Kota Kinabalu and Kuching. Ms. Liew Foong Ing, Senior
Manager of NKEA/NKRA Education, who is an authority on taxes, was the
speaker for all the talks.
The participants found the talk very enlightening and beneficial. Owing to the

- Datuk Dr. Chiam Heng Keng
President, ECCE Council

unavailability of Ms. Liew, the talk could not be conducted in the Southern and
Northern zones.
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verification of national preschool quality standard (skpk)
The ECCE Council was part of the team to verify the preschools' responses to the National Preschool Quality
Standard/ Standard Kualiti Prasekolah Kebangsaan (SKPK). Sixteen Council members who were experienced
lecturers in early childhood education were selected to partake in verification of SKPK but only 14 were
involved as two had work commitments during the period of verification. The verifiers had to undergo a 2day training conducted in Putrajaya on 20th August. Prior to this, the ECCE Council participated in a discussion
on the verification in Cameron Highlands on 23rd - 26th July. Five members led by Mr. Cheah Eng Khoon,
participated in the discussion.
Those who participated in the verification found the experience very beneficial as it had contributed
to their professional growth. The ECCE Council is expected to be involved in the verification of SKPK in 2014
and the Council hopes it can involve more lecturers.

child care in the workplace
The CRE_ECCE Committee, which was set up for the enabler of EPP1, “Enhancing Corporate Participation
in the Workplace”, hosted two roundtable discussions (RTDs) in 2013. The first RTD, “The Case for Setting Up
Corporate Childcare Centres” was held on 2 August 2013 at Menara Mustapha Kamal, Damansara Perdana
with about 60 participants from the corporate sector. SSM and JKM as well as representatives from three
corporate centres shared their experiences in setting up and operating workplace childcare centres. The
second RTD was held in Johor Bahru in collaboration with the Iskandar Regional Development Authority (IRDA)
on 7 October 2013 at Berjaya Waterfront Hotel. Forty five (45) participated in the RTD; 35 of them were from
the corporate sector. Datuk Dr Chiam Heng Keng gave an overview of the EPP1: Ramping Up Early Child Care
and Education, emphasizing on the enabler, Enhancing Child Care in the Workplace. The other presenters
included Ms Ilham Shanm (Educ/SRI, PEMANDU), Ms Liew Foong Ing (NKEA/NKRA, PEMANDU), Puan Azimah
(Suruhanjaya Syarikat Malaysia) and Encik Hasmawahi Hilmi (Celcom Axiata Berhad).

Professional certification board (pcb) meeting with jkm
The PCB had two meetings with the Department of Social Welfare (JKM) to discuss the use of the Council's
Quality Standards for Early Childhood Education Standards (QUEST) to assess the quality standards of childcare
centres. The first meeting was led by Tan Sri Faizah Mohd Tahir, the Chairman of the PCB. Other members
included Datuk Dr. Chiam Heng Keng, President of the ECCE Council, Dr. Irene Leow, Deputy Secretary of the
PCB and Mrs. Amy Bala, the ECCE Council representative to the PCB. The delegation met with Dato' Norani Haji
Mohd Hashim, the Director-General of JKM. Dato’ Norani showed interest in the Council's proposal and informed
that permission from the Cabinet would have to be sought. She suggested that the Council meet with the top
management of JKM before preparing the cabinet paper.
The meeting with JKM's top management was
on 19th September 2013. At this meeting, Datuk Chiam
explained in greater detail the collaboration between
JKM and the Council in establishing quality assurance for
child care centres. Subsequently the Council was informed
that JKM would not be able to go along with the Council's
proposal in view of their current priority of a nationwide
registration of childcare centres.
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PROGRAMME STANDARD: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
The Professional Development Board, at its third meeting in 2011, agreed that the ECCE Council develop
programme standards and guidelines for professional early childhood programmes, particularly for Diploma
and Bachelor in Early Childhood Education in view of the diversity
and disparity in quality in these two programmes offered by institutions
in the public and private sectors.
Ten core areas were identified after an extensive review of quality
standards of professional ECE/ECCE programmes worldwide. Twenty-two
(22) lecturers in public and private institutions and two doctors from the
Ministry of Education were identified to participate in the workshop on
Datuk Chiam briefing the participants

16-17 July 2012 to draw up core knowledge and competencies in the 10

core areas identified. The doctors in the Ministry of Education were for
the core area, “Health and Nutrition”..
This workshop was followed by a series of workshops and meetings in
2012 and 2013 to refine the core knowledge and competencies drawn
up for the Diploma, Bachelor and Master in Early Childhood Education.
The final draft of the core knowledge and competencies for Diploma,
Bachelor and Master in Early Childhood Education was presented to the
Malaysian Qualification Agency (MQA) on 30 October 2012. The MQA was

Panel at MQA workshop

receptive to the Council’s proposal for programme standards for professional early childhood education and
requested the Council to complete area 2 to 6 of the MQA’s Code of Practice for Programme Accreditation.
The Council had a number of meetings and brainstorming with representatives from several institutions offering
ECE professional programmes. The completed work was presented to MQA on 2 May 2013.

A panel of experts was appointed by MQA to draft/prepare the documents
for the Programme Standards: ECE; two of the members of the Panel were
from the Council, namely Datuk Dr. Chiam Heng Keng and Dr. Irene Leow.
The other members were Professor Dr. Saedah Siraj, University of Malaya,
Professor Dr. Bustam, Kolej Pengajian Islam Johor and Dr. Nordin Mamat,
Universiti Pendidikan Sultan Idris.
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The first meeting of the
Panel was on 22 August 2013
which was followed by four meetings

and a workshop. The prepared documents for Programme
Standards: ECE were presented to the Stakeholders on 18 December
2013. They would be submitted to MQA Officers and Assessors and
field tested before tabling to the MQA Council for approval in May 2014
Panel meeting

at MQA
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national ecce week 2013
stop, think and change!
Three events were organized by the ECCE Council to celebrate the National ECCE Week 2013.
1. Walk cum Hunt. The Week commenced with a Walk cum Hunt on 28 September at Taman Tasik
Perdana, Kuala Lumpur. This walk was organized to
accord appreciation to all early childhood educators and to facilitate
bonding among childcare providers, preschool teachers, parents and
children through engaging in mental challenges in an environment of
fun. 156 participants, comprising ECCE lecturers and students,
parents and children took part in the event. Sponsorship was also
raised to allow 50 children, parents and staff from the Baitulamal Centre
to join in the event. The goodie bags were filled with gifts through

Participants for Walk

cum Hunt

the generous sponsorship of Nestle, Myteach, Peter & Jane, SEGi University Group, Institute CECE, Petronsains
and Shandrea Creation.
2. Intervarsity Challenge. Seven universities and colleges - ALFA College, E2L, KFCH, Kolej DIKA, Methodist
College, SEGI and UNITAR – participated in the Challenge hosted
by the Management and Science University (MSU) on 2 October.
The Challenge which consisted of 3 events (Explorace, Telematch
and Creative Game) drew participation from 170 persons. E2L was
declared the overall champion.
3. ECCE Forum 2013. The Forum
on Stop, Think and Change:
Participants of Intervarsity Challenge

Professionalism in Early Childhood
Care and Education was organized

"The more society accords
importance of ECCE, the
brighter is your future,
whether you are an ECCE
operator, practitioner or
trainer."
- Datuk Dr. Chiam Heng Keng
President, ECCE Council

to raise awareness of the importance of inculcating professionalism and quality
in early childhood care and education. It was held in MSU on 3 October. It was
officiated by Y.A.Bhg Datin Paduka Seri Rosmah Mansor, wife of the Prime Minister who also delivered the
keynote address. The Forum offered plenary sessions and workshops with topics that were based on four
perspectives of ECCE professionalism; the Singapore perspective, the Malaysian perspective, the policy and
legislation perspective and the resources perspective. A total of 234 persons, including speakers, moderators,
rapporteurs, exhibitors and volunteers, attended the Forum.

Forum participants

Datin Rosmah receiving gift from
the President

Datin Rosmah delivering the
keynote address
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