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The aspiration of the Government for preschool teachers to have Diploma in Early 
Childhood Education (DECE) as the minimum qualification is not quite recent. This 
aspiration was expressed in the 10th Malaysia Plan. YAB Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin, the 
Deputy Prime Minister who is also the Minister of Education had articulated the desir-
ability for preschool teachers to have DECE as the minimum qualification at the launch  
of ECCE Council on 18 August 2011 and he reiterated it at the launch of the National 
ECCE Week 2012 on 31 October 2012. Diploma as a minimum qualification for preschool 
teachers is also articulated in the Malaysian Education Blueprint 2013-2025.

The National Preschool Quality Standard or Standard Kualiti Prasekolah Kebangsaan 
(SKPK) was implemented in August to September 2013 when selected preschools in 
the public sector and  private sector self-assessed the quality of their schools based 
on the SKPK instrument. The self-assessment of the public preschools was verified by 
the School Inspectorate and Quality Assurance while that of the preschools in the 
private sector was verified by the Private Education Division, State Education 
Departments and the ECCE Council.
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  At the request of the Minister of 
Education, the Ministry began in 
earnest to prepare the paper for the 
Cabinet. Several meetings were held to 
discuss the logistics of the enforcement 
of this condition which includes the 
number of in-service teachers to be 
trained, how they are to be trained, the 
time needed to train all of them, the 
financial implications and the training 
capacity of the training institutions. 

The working paper prepared by the Planning and Educational Research Division 
(Bahagian Perancangan dan Penyelidikan Dasar Pendidikan) was presented twice to 
the NKEA Education Steering Committee. The working paper was expected to be 
tabled at the Cabinet Meeting in early 2015.
  
  The Council played a significant role as a member of the Committee which was 
tasked to work on the logistics of implementing the minimum qualification for 
preschool teachers, especially in pushing for experience to be considered in lieu of 
SPM credits as an entry qualification to the Diploma in Early Childhood Education 
programme.

  The verification revealed several weak-
nesses of the SKPK instrument, and a 
committee was set up to review the 
assessment instrument to ensure its valid-
ity. The ECCE Council President and Mr. 
Cheah Eng Khoon, the Treasurer and 
person-in-charge of the Council verification 
team, were invited to be members of the 
Committee. The Committee had several 
meetings, including two workshops, to 
review and refine the SKPK instrument, 
especially to ensure the relevance of the 
instrument to preschools in the private 
sector.
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The final revision of the SKPK instrument was field tested by several government agencies, such as KEMAS and Department of 
National Unity and Integrity, and the ECCE Council.

 The revised SKPK Instrument was adopted at a meeting which included UIA, who constructed the original SKPK instrument, and 
private colleges such as SEGi College and Kolej Pendidikan Awal Kanak-Kanak. At the meeting of the Jawatankuasa Penyelarasan 
Kemajuan Prasekolah Kebangsaan on 23 December 2014, the Performance and Delivery Unit (PADU) in the Ministry of Education 
reported that the preparation of the SKPK manual and video tutorial was in progress and SKPK was expected to be implemented 
in April-June 2015.

All the stages, except for the final stage in the development of the Programme Standards for Early Childhood Education, were 
completed in 2013, leaving only the field visit to institutions in the early part of 2014. The purpose of the field test was to verify that 
the Programme Standards were appropriate and not below the standards of existing programmes, and that they were not so 
demanding that training institutions had difficulty in complying.

  The field visits were carried out in Universiti Perguruan Sultan Idris (UPSI), 
University Abdul Razak (UNITAR) and Institute of Childhood Studies and 
Community Education (CECE). From the feedback of the field visits, the Stan-
dards were fine-tuned.

  The documents for Programme Standards: Early Childhood Education(ECE) 
were presented to the MQA Council on 15 May 2014 for approval and adoption. 
Professor Dr. Saedah Siraj, the Chairman of the Panel, and Datuk Dr. Chiam 
Heng Keng, President of the ECCE Council, made the presentation to the MQA 
Council. The MQA Council was pleased with the Programme Standards: ECE 
and the only requirement was for the Panel to provide greater details on the 
primary (generic) and secondary (specific)  learning outcomes. The Programme 
Standards: Early Childhood Education (ECE) will be enforced in May 2015, 
meaning that all institutions - public and private - offering Certificate, Diploma,  

Bachelor and Master in ECE as well as Ph.D specialising in ECE, have to comply with the Programme Standards by May 2015. The 
Programme Standards document has been uploaded on the MQA website. 

With the adoption of the Programme Standards: ECE, the ECCE Council has achieved one of its roles mandated in the NKEA (National 
Key Economic Areas) Lab in 2010. In its role of professionalising the ECCE industry, the ECCE Council was mandated to set guidelines 
for pre-service and in-service training programmes. To carry out this function, the Professional Development Board of the ECCE 
Council organized a workshop to identify core knowledge and competencies of professional early childhood educators. Armed with 
the outcomes of the workshop, the ECCE Council met with MQA to propose the development of Programme Standards for Early 
Childhood Care and Education. The MQA in response to the Council's proposal appointed a Panel to prepare the documents for 
Programme Standards: ECE.

  The Programme Standards cover early child care and education though the title is Programme Standards: ECE. The core knowl-
edge and competencies include PERMATA Early Child Care Curriculum, Infant Care and Toddler Care while the Professional Practice 
requires equal number of credits for practicum in registered childcare centres and registered preschools for students pursuing 
Certificate, Diploma, or Bachelor in ECE.

(NOTE: Part I of Programme Standards for Early Childhood Education is in Childhood Matters 2013 Highlights)

18th Malaysian Educational summit

in brief

  Only four members responded to the invitation. They were 
Dr. Azhar Md. Adnan, Mr. Koh Hua Liang, Mrs. Amanda Tan 
and Mrs. Teresa Mgar Tiong Bee. Mrs. Teresa Mgar and Mrs. 
Amanda Tan informed the council that they benefited  
immensely from The Summit.

jawatankuasa penyelarasan
kemajuan prasekolah kebangsaan
The ECCE Council is a member of the JAWATANKUASA 
PENYELARASAN KEMAJUAN PRASEKOLAH KEBANGSAAN whose 
members comprise representatives from departments, divisions and 
agencies in the public sector pertaining to preschool education in 
one way or another. The Committee, which is chaired by the 
Director-General of the Ministry of Education, meets regularly to 
discuss education or preschool matters. 

  The issues discussed in 2014 included preschool enrolment, Start-
up Grant, fee assistance, programmes to increase preschool 
teacher's English proficiency, performance on Linus, in particular 
research findings on performance on Linus 2.0 in public and private 
preschools, and national preschool quality standards.

Datuk Dr. Chiam Heng Keng was 
invited to moderate "Parent's Role 
in Education: Ensuring Quality 
Educational Experiences". 5 compli-
mentary tickets were given by ASLI 
and the invitation was extended to 
ECCE Council members.
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talks on professionalism

1. quality early childhood education: professionalism of early childhood educators 
- enabling promising minds, segi college subang jaya

Acknowledging the importance of professionalism of early childhood educators, SEGi College Subang Jaya invited the ECCE Council 
to make a presentation at its seminar entitled “Enabling Promising Minds” held on 24 April 2014. The seminar participants included 
students in the early childhood education programmes, SEGi College staff, alumni, principals of childcare centres and preschools and 
corporate partners

  In her presentation, Dr. Irene Leow, the Assistant Secretary of the Professional Certification Board, explained (i) the purpose of 
setting up the ECCE Council under the Economic Transformation (ETP) - which is to professionalise the ECCE industry and to assure 
its quality;  (ii) why professionalism of early childhood educators is critical to quality early childhood care and education;  (iii) the 
government's acknowledgement of the importance of quality and professionalism in early childhood education as enunciated in the 
Malaysia Education Blueprint 2013-2025;  (iv) the benefits of being an ECCE Council member and (v) how to become an ECCE Council 
Member.

2. Professionalism in early childhood education in mcs college banting, selangor

3. professionalism of early childhood educators;
bridging phonics & reading workshop

4. why is professionalism important in early 
childhood education, upsi

Datuk Dr. Chiam Heng Keng, President of ECCE Council, presented a paper on "Early 
Learning: What Early Childhood Educators Need to Know" at the National Early 
Childhood Education Seminar on 14 December 2014 at UPSI. In her presentation, 
she emphasized the importance of professionalism in early childhood care and 
education. 

 She followed this presentation with a short talk on the role of the ECCE Council in 
enhancing the professionalism and quality of early childhood educators.

Ms. Lydia Foong, the Chairman of the Membership Recruitment Committee, presented the talk on "Professionalism in Early Childhood 
Education" to 120 students in the Diploma of Education Programme and 5 lecturers at the MCS College, Banting on 15 April 2014. It 
was an interactive session as the slide presentation was interspersed with quizzes. 

Dr. Irene Leow spoke on the professionalism of early childhood educators at the "Bridging Phonics 
& Reading Workshop" on 22 November 2014. She gave a slide presentation on (i) the importance of 
the professionalism of early childhood educators, (ii) the roles and functions of the ECCE Council as 
mandated in the NKEA Lab in 2010, (iii) the benefits of being an ECCE Council member and (iv) the 
entry requirements for ECCE Council membership.

contact info

7TH WORLD SUMMIT: MEDIA FOR CHILDREN
8-10 SEPTEMBER 2014

Datuk Dr. Chiam Heng Keng was invited to speak at the 
"Social Media: Advent of a New Playground Workshop" and 
she presented the paper titled, "Cyber Child Sexual Exploi-
tation: What needs to be done?” 

  Ten complimentary places were given to the Council who 
extended them to ECCE Council members. Unfortunately, 
the response was poor as only 7 places were taken. This 
was a missed opportunity for our members because many 
of the papers were on cyberspace - the new playground 
for children. Knowledge of this topic is of vital importance 
to early childhood educators.

meeting with the ministry of women, family
& community development deputy minister
Y.B. Senator Datin Paduka Chew Mei Fun, who was recently assigned 
by her Minister to be responsible for matters related to early 
childhood care, invited the ECCE Council to a meeting on 11 November 
2014 as she would like to know the early childhood care and education 
landscape, in particular the landscape of child care. The President of 
the ECCE Council, Datuk Dr. Chiam Heng Keng, was requested to bring 
along 2-3 practitioners. 

  A practitioner each from Kedah, Johor and PPBM were selected. 
Datuk Chiam Heng Keng's presentation covered, among others, EPP1 - 
Ramping Up Early Childhood Care and Education, the reasons for 
setting up the ECCE Council, the licensing problem and quality child 
care.
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national ecce week 2014

This year, the ECCE Council invited several ECCE organizations to be members of the Organizing Committee of the National ECCE 
Week 2014. It believes that enhancing the awareness of the importance of ECCE is the responsibility of the whole ECCE Community. 
In addition, the Council provided a list of activities which ECCE organizations could carry out during the week. These included children 
making buttons for parents to wear to work in support of quality early childcare, framing children's artwork and displaying them in 
restaurants, banks, shopping malls, etc, and hanging up banners made by children in strategic places in childcare centres, preschools 
or training institutions.
  
  The ECCE Council undertook to organize two activities, namely the Walk cum Hunt and Intervarsity Challenge.

walk cum hunt
The Walk cum Hunt, themed "Walk for Quality ECCE", was held on 11 October 2014 
in Perdana Botanical Garden, Kuala Lumpur. Despite the threat of haze and the 
rumours of the closure of the roads leading to the Garden for the KL marathon, 
496 turned up for the Walk. The participants consisted of early childhood lecturers 
and students, preschool teachers, childcare providers, children and their families, 
ECCE-related NGOs and interested individuals. 

  The event kicked off with an aerobic session led by Ms. Hanim Joufry and was 
flagged off by Datuk Dr. Chiam Heng Keng, the President of the ECCE Council. For 
the Hunt, children had to answer quizzes related to the Garden and nursery 
rhymes & stories as well as to look out for articles. Invariably parents, teachers 
and other adults helped their children with the answers. Prizes were given to the 
winners. There was also a lucky draw.

  The generosity of our sponsors, namely AXIATA, The Children's House, PEMANDU Education Team, Peter & Jane Kindergarten, 
REAL, Sri Mawar Developmental Childcare Centre, Talento, Nestle, Stabilo and TM, contributed to the success of the Walk cum Hunt.   
The Walk cum Hunt 2014 was covered by the TV3 show, "Malaysia Hari Ini". The Star and RTM also featured the event.
 .

intervarsity challenge
The Intervarsity Challenge was organized to raise the awareness of the work of 
the ECCE Council among students pursuing Diploma or Bachelor in Early Child-
hood Education and also to instil the spirit of fratenity among early childhood 
educators. The Intervarsity Challenge is a competition in any form - intellectual 
games and / or sports. 

  The colleges and universities take turns to organize the Intervasity Challenge.  
For the National ECCE Week 2014, Kolej Perkembangan Awal Kanak-Kanak was 
the organizer.

ecc
e
 walk

 cum  hunt  2014“WALK FOR QUALITY EARLY CHILDCARE & EDUCATION”

Venue: Perdana Botanical Garden, 
Kuala Lumpur     (Lake Garden )

Time:
   

7.30 A.M - 11.30 A.M

Date: 11 October, Saturday

ecce week 2014

In Collaboration with:
Sponsored by:

Organized by:


